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over every square inch of their surface., with elaborate
carvings. To carve these stupendous monoliths must
have required fully five years, and in all probability
much longer, so that each of the stelae must have been
designed, planned and started many years before it
was destined to be erected. Even more remarkable
in many ways than these monuments is the so-called
"Turtle Stone33 at Quirioigua. This in fact is the
largest and most important single sculpture of the
Mayas which is known. Its inscriptions and carvings
have never been satisfactorily deciphered, but it is
known that it was of a religious and ceremonial char-
acter, for it is covered with carvings depicting human
figures, animals and hieroglyphics.
From the dates upon these sculptures we know
that the Mayas flourished at Quirioigua from 373
until 540 A.D. or nearly five hundred years before
the Toltec conquest. Here in Guatemala are some
of the most remarkable and magnificent of the purely
Mayan ruins, mainly of palaces and temples, and all
of the typical Mayan forms of architecture. The
Mayas never discovered the true arch, despite their
attainments in other lines of engineering, but pro-
duced a peculiar arch-like effect by "stepping out"
stones on either side of an opening in a wall until
the two sides met. As this type of construction could
not be carried out where the walls were widely
separated, all Mayan buildings were exceedingly
narrow, the widest arches being but sixteen feet. In
many, the largest halls and rooms are only a few
yards in width, and in several immense buildings
at Bacalar, Yucatan, the chambers are only three